Where, oh where, have my stem cells gone?
During the summer of 2001, Americans were treated to high political drama courtesy of the debate over embryonic and adult stem cell research. The popular press was flush with predictions about how neural stem cells would reverse, almost by magic, the devastation caused by diseases such as Alzheimer's, Parkinson's, stroke or spinal cord injury. Unfortunately, this promise remains unfulfilled because we have such a poor understanding of how stem cells function. With regard to adult stem cells, we are not even completely sure where they are, or how or when they got there. A provocative study by Ourednik et al. published in Science suggests that in primates, adult neural stem cells are allocated during early corticogenesis. The study also provides evidence for the existence of stem cells dispersed throughout the frontal cortex and striatum.